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H.B. 2072 2015R1765

A BILL to amend and reenact §20-7-1a and 820-7-1c of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as
amended, all relating to providing an increase in compensation for conservation officers.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:
That §20-7-1a and §20-7-1c of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, be
amended and reenacted, all to read as follows:

ARTICLE 7. LAW ENFORCEMENT, MOTORBOATING, LITTER.

§20-7-1a. Conservation officers salary increase based on length of service.

with-these-increasesto-becumulative: Each conservation officer whose salary is fixed and

specified pursuant to section one-c of this article shall receive, and is entitled to, an increase in

salary over that set forth in section one-c of this article, for grade in rank, based on length of

service including service before and after the effective date of this section as a conservation officer

as follows: At the end of two years of service as a conservation officer, the officer shall receive

a salary increase of $400 to be effective during his or her next year of service and a like increase

at yearly intervals thereafter, with the increases to be cumulative.

A salary increase shall be based upon years of service as of July 1 of each year and may
not be recalculated until July 1 of the following year.

Conservation officers in service at the time the amendment to this section becomes
effective shall-be are given credit for prior service and shall be paid such salaries as the same

length of service will entitle them to receive under the provisions hereof.

1



18
19

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21

H.B. 2072 2015R1765

(b) This section does not apply to special or emergency conservation officers appointed
under the authority of section one of this article.

§20-7-1c. Conservation officers, ranks, salary schedule, base pay, exceptions.

(a) Notwithstanding any provision of this code to the contrary, the ranks within the
law-enforcement section of the Division of Natural Resources are colonel, lieutenant colonel,
major, captain, lieutenant, sergeant, corporal, conservation officer first class, senior conservation
officer, conservation officer and conservation officer-in-training. Each officer while in uniform
shall wear the insignia of rank as provided by the chief conservation officer.

(b) Beginning July 1, 2002, and continuing thereafter, conservation officers shall be paid
the minimum annual salaries based on the following schedule:

ANNUAL SALARY SCHEDULE (BASE PAY)
SUPERVISORY AND NONSUPERVISORY RANKS

Conservation Officer-In-Training

(first year until end of probation) ... $26,337
Conservation Officer (SECONA YEAI) .....cooeeiiiiiiiiiiie et $29,768
Conservation Officer (third Year) ... .$30,140
Senior Conservation Officer(fourth and fifth year) .........ccccccoviiiii $30,440
Senior Conservation Officer First Class(after fifth year) ............cccovvvviiieieniinn, $32,528
Senior Conservation Officer (after tenth year)..........ccccvviviiiiiiiiie $33,104
Senior Conservation Officer (after fifteenth year) ..o $33,528
Corporal (after SiXteenth YEar) ... $36,704
Y= 0 == o | S USRI $40,880
S ST {0 [T o | SRS PPPRERRR $42,968
LT U (<Y = 1 0 L $47,144
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(OF= 10211 DEUTR TS O O PPUURRRRRSPP $49,232
1Y/ o $51,320
LIUEENANT COIONEI ... et e e e e e $53,408
COlONEL ...

Beginning July 1, 2015, until and including June 30, 2016, conservation officers shall be

paid the annual salaries based on the following schedule:

ANNUAL SALARY SCHEDULE (BASE PAY)

SUPERVISORY AND NONSUPERVISORY RANKS

Conservation Officer(In training 1-6 MONtNS) .......ccovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeee, $29,622
Conservation Officer (After Training Through First Year)........cccccccvvviiiiiiiiiiiinnnnn. $36,458
Conservation Officer SECONA YEAI ..........uuviiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiieie e $37,922
Conservation Officer ThIird Y A ........ooouuuiiiiiiiieeeeieiiiie e $38,294
Senior Conservation Officer (4™ - 6™ YEar) ......cccveveeieiieiieceeie e $38,682
Conservation Officer First Class (7" - 9" Year).......ccoceevveviieecie e $39,270
COrpOral (104 YBAIS) «oeeeeeiiiiiiieieiee e e e e ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e et r e e e e e e e nnneeees $39,858
1T (o[- 10| PR UPPRT $44,034
FIrSE SEIGEAINT. ... .ttt $46,122
LIGUEBNANT ...ttt ettt ettt e e ettt e e et e e e e e e e e e e nneee s $50,298
(=10 ] = L USSP $52,386
Y=o USRS $54,474
Lieutenant COIONEL .........coii it e e e e $56,562
0] [0 1=

Beginning July 1, 2016, and continuing thereafter, conservation officers shall receive

annual salaries as follows:
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ANNUAL SALARY SCHEDULE (BASE PAY)

SUPERVISORY AND NONSUPERVISORY RANKS

Conservation Officer(In training 1-6 MONNS) .......cocvvviiiiiiiieiei e .$31,122
Conservation Officer (After Training Through First Year) ......cccoooevvvveviviiiiiieeeereeeens 37,958
Conservation Officer SECONA YEAI ......coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e e e e e e e e eeeeeees 38,922
Conservation Officer TRIF YEAI ... ccivvuiieiiiiie ettt e et e e b e aens 39,294
Senior Conservation Officer (4" - 6" YEAI) .......covvieiiiieeiie e 39,682
Conservation Officer First Class (71 - 91 YEar)........covvouivieieiieee e 40,270
(0] g 0 To - 1 SRS 40,858
Y] (0 [T ] SO UPPPRT .45,034
L ST (oY= 1| TP 47,122
IS0 = =V R 51,298
CADLAIN .ottt et et e et et et et e e ettt et et et et et et et et et e ettt et et ettt 53,386
Y=o SRS 55,474
=10 (=T g = ) A Oo] 0] o T= 57,562
[©0] (o] 1= PP P PSP P PP PPPPPPPTPPON

Each conservation officer whose salary is fixed and specified in this annual salary

schedule is entitled to the length of service increases set forth in section one-a of this article.

effective In applying the salary schedules set forth in this section where salary increases are

provided for length of service, conservation officers in service at the time the schedules become

effective shall be given credit for prior service and shallbe-paid-salaries-as-the-same-length-of

service—will-entitle paid salaries the same length of service entitles them to receive under the

provisions of this section.
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(c) This section does not apply to special or emergency conservation officers appointed

under the authority of section one of this article.

NOTE: The purpose of this bill is to provide an increase in compensation for conservation
officers.

Strike-throughs indicate language that would be stricken from the present law, and
underscoring indicates new language that would be added.



